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while they held a profound and sweet truth for the doddering
old Burghley^ they were at best tawdry, at worst a mockery., to
the young bloods of Essex's generation. Elizabeth remained
amazingly fresh and vigorous in mind: 'It is not possible to see
a woman of so fine and vigorous disposition both in mind and
body,' wrote a far from partial ambassador a year later. But she
was ageing rapidly in looks at this time: her face long and thin
and very aged and capped with a great reddish-coloured wig,
and her teeth very yellow and irregular - so this ambassador
described her. Old age and youth cannot love together, and the
young men about Essex, in confidential moments, were saying
that they would not submit to another woman ruler. It might
be that in a storm of passion, when the deeper currents of the^
rnind are revealed, Essex would yet declare his contempt for a
capricious, imperious old woman, and Elizabeth the fury of her
scorned womanhood.

At this juncture, the dispassionate, calculating voice of pru-
dence spoke. * A man of a nature not to be ruled,' wrote Francis
Bacon to his patron;e of an estate not grounded to his greatness;
of a popular reputation; of a military dependence: I demand
whether there can be a more dangerous image than this repre-
sented to any monarch living, much more to a lady, and of her
Majesty's apprehension?' Persuade the Queen that you are an-
other Leicester or Hatton, he urged. In praising her opinions,
do it as though you were sincere. Ask favours in order to re-
nounce them when she opposes. Maintain your control of mili-
tary affairs, but keep it in substance and abolish it in appearance:
a military following cmaketh a suspected greatness'. Cease to
seek the office of Earl Marshal or Master of the Ordnance; take
that of Lord Privy Seal, peaceful in connotation, and remunera-
tive. Seize all occasions to speak to the Queen vehemently
against popularity and popular courses. Quench this reputation
of yours in words, but not in fact: well governed it fiis one of the
best flowers of your greatness both present and to come \ Spend
less, 'for believe it, my Lord, that till her Majesty find you care-
ful of your estate, she will not only think you more like to con-
tinue chargeable to her, but also have a conceit that you have